ENGLISH   FRIENDSHIPS

earth. Had he made the choice himself he would have
preferred this simple, sincere tribute, in the midst of
simple, unaffected people who knew him and loved him,
to stained glass in the stateliest of cathedrals.

Charles cared absolutely nothing for honors. He was
content to hide behind the mask of his activities* He
would never even appear before an audience. Almost
unwillingly he was the recipient of the greatest compli-
ment ever paid an American theatrical man in England.
It happened in this way:

One season when Frohman had lost an unusual amount
of money, Sir John Hare gathered together some of his
colleagues.

"Froliman has done big things/' Hare said to them.
"He loses his money like a gentleman. Let us make
him feel that he is not just an American, but one of us."

A dinner was planned in his honor at the Garrick
Club. He is the only American theatrical manager to
be elected to membership in this exclusive club. When
Frohman was apprised of the dinner project he shrank
from it.

"I don't like that sort of thing/* he said* "Besides,
I can't make a speech."

"But you won't have to make a speech/' said Sir
Arthur Pinero, who headed the committee.

Frohman tried in every possible way to evade this
dinner. Finally he accepted on the condition that when
the time came for him to fespond he was merely to get
up, bow his acknowledgment, and say, "Thank you."
This he managed to do.

At this dinner, over which Sir John Hare presided,
Frohman was presented with a massive silver cigarette-
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